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The Sacred Waters:
The Archetypes and Symbols in River

and Sea Fu during Jin Dynasty

Kao Li-feng

Abstract

This paper employs the archetypal criticism and Mirrea Eliade’s theories
to discuss the mythical images and symbols, which are often used in the Jin
dynasty literature, and attempts to show the meanings of literature archetypes
and psychological contents in culture.

Polng-lai island is the literature archetype of sacred mountains and islands
in “river and sea Fu”, which also combines the Tao philosophy to describe the
multiple images of sacred place. River and sea are the symbols of life and also
the metaphors of the power of kingdom. Therefore, the eulogium of sacred
waters contains the people’s philosophy thinking and reconfirms the identity of
nation. The sacred water which has been a transcultural archetypal symbol, is
not only the reconstruction of ancient mythical world but also represent the
eternal conflicts and solution between our world and the other world, person and

nation, principle of human world and of university.

Keywords: waters, myth, archetype, symbol, Jin fu
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CHERE (EF)(Z) B+WE - H T4
7 4p | I 48 B % 3 : Water is a bearer of seeds; earth bears seeds too, but in the earth they
all bring forth fruit quickly. Latencies and seeds may spend several cycles in water before
they become manifest; but it cam be said of the earth that it never rests; its work if to give
birth unceasingly, to give form and life to whatever comes back to it lifeless and sterile.
The waters are there at the beginning and end of every individual life. Everything
emerges into being above the surface of the waters, and is once again reduced to its
primeval formlessness as a result of a historical disaster ( like the flood ) or a cosmic one
( mahapralaya ) . Every expression of life is the result of the fertility of the earth; every
form is born of it, living, and returns to it the moment its share of life is exhausted;
returns to it to be reborn; but before being reborn, to rest, to be purified, to be regenerated.
Water precedes every creation, every form; earth produces living forms. While the
mythological destiny of water is to open and close cosmic cycles, the destiny of the earth
is to stand at the beginning and end of every biological form and of every form sharing in
the history of place ( “men of the place”) . Time—which, so to speak, sleeps as far as
water is concerned—is alive and active in the earth’s engendering. Living forms come
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