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The Ocean Concept and Cosmogony of Peng Lai
Myth

Kao Li-feng*

Abstract

The concept of “Peng Lai Mount” in Shan Hai Jin went to Qin and Han
Dynasty, it appeared in the form of “Three Mounts” or “Five Mounts”,
indicating that the ancestor’s view of the eternal world. Within the increasing
mythological research of “Peng Lai Mount”, the imagination and depiction of
ravine in the sea, spirit in the ocean, and other worlds in the ocean shows that
ancestor’s religious emotion and philosophical thinking towards the ocean. All
these contain plenty of cultural significance. By re-examining the articles
about “Peng Lai Mount” in ancient books, we found that, within the fragmental
and limited records, concepts and plots such as “Bo Sea”, “ravine”, “furnace”,
“turtle bear mount” are all close related to the “ocean” concept. These articles
are full of ancestor’s imagination and observation towards ocean, and
depiction and explanation towards the universe. Due to its abundance about the
thinking of “ocean” (original water), languages in mythology try to depict the
arbitrariness, which actually has something related to ancestor’s views of
world and thinking about the universe. This paper adapts the theory of
comparative mythology, starts with the fundamental question, and tries to
re-examine and discuss the concept of ocean and its meaning, basing on some

existing conclusions in this academia.

Keywords: Peng-Lai myth, ocean, ocean myth, cosmogonic myth, island
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BEREGHNER, BRABRHNRE R EFZRE, A
DHN&XE. B, REDHNOE, EFE , UARILER. Rk, FE
EHRERBTFTHENGE #ETBFFEFHOBRAH, HRAF
HNRABEE , TUER RN , 28 AR, HYRBE L XHAENH
TE, aRPEEBFABRNGHELITS R, BE (LBK) High
HE BLRE HBLXENER  tRFBFEARENEFNERE
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RN ERELG, BRELRERNBHRABIR, CE2RHEF
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YO EBENEAREE  (RREEER) (B BHE B, 1981 F), B 28 (HiE
£),H502 L,
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7 [B] T, [R] HH%, BATERE , (BBER) (B : REHMRH , 1982),
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RUAHEKA "BERE WA, ABRHRESHEPMELE 2
, RER LB ERE P — O RE ; R TLEEL HIERPBWND T

{IJJ,E~E'\?E9 FRERERNRAFHRART " BOEUERWEESE
EEZ%T{E\ o

HRBRBENMRRTEL R, REEXBELENREREN  OLF
R,OALESERMBEEY R TER, H#FEVERR,. HEZH
MR EHMRAER B TR2E RLEBEFRARSNE L SR WL,
BA"  RYEA TETER, WEBRRME" EESEHAE
R=LUARAZRLZRE"  BELYHERGLNYERBHEE UK
HERGENRBHERR" YIANRTZES. RAERLEEW
RENHRAAT  EFRAEHELE , (LBERL (BF) (FlLE).
GERTMER). CEER) FXXUEF "ER L, WHBFEREHR , TN
BRRAEELELR BE BENEREBRXXAEF , HER. FHU "3
B, TREB, TRBE, TEERL.. "EARALEF, BE "KBL B
%Zfﬂ %E?m’%“*ﬂﬁﬁiﬁiiﬂﬁ&;*ﬂ% HWEER URFHRROHE

HRANEE, B B OTEXEL(RK) BMY  HEESERREAN

$omHmR (BRXILETERS) Eﬂéaﬂﬁ PRl R Y TERIETE
moRATAWL, AB "TAREEL B TARREL X, (it . EEELER ,
1977 %

AEEX TUFE NESEFRE  TUSREHM , (UIE—SAZBNEDR
BY(LB=BEIE, 1992); B+E. REDE , (PEULE) (LE . LBXEHR
#, 1990 ); KB , KPELFEHE) ( LB EBXEHRE , 1993 )
0z, (HNEWRE)  (RNEBRBLERIRWRE) (B BEBLER
1997 ), H 123-185, Z|350 , (RLEH / EREFRK— (RiER) HWHEER®R , =&
B, BRNER , (EEBEHEM—PECERNESEME) (B4 - PRIFE
BT B STERFFERT , 2002 ), H 237-283,

N mEs (ZHURABRREER) (TREKABER) (TEHERER ) £
3HASE 274 (2000), B 77-84,

2 [BF] BE, QUERHE) (B EXHMERE , 1968, BEBEMR 562 ).
[5&] BT, (LBRER) (K BHEHL, 1985 )

BOmRES, (LR CBRBERE) 208 6 81, (1998 F 6 A ), H 355-359

HOHRBRWEETHENER. EREENHEENE  HER  (FERALERBI
RFEBZ#) (LF : EEZBEEEEHRLE , 2003 )

BRI EEEREY TR RE-EFRINERTH, o T ERRE
RANBEMBEBOERED,  HIAR (FE—EBENENMEBHENEL) , BEBUE (P
BlENBMHERE) (EE  EE M, 2005), B 3,
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L EFRANRNERGFNTEANBFRMHEAEELSRFHERL
WEX.

ZEFEFHAERBEER

H A1 552 & 5 A 8U# ( Takagi Toshio, 1876-1922 ) W32 X it B9 B3
HERKEMMRRN B A MEBE#ES A "BFE, ETARER, EX
R EE. "HERET AR @EPABEETHALER
. BF  EHREGED , ABEFHALEREEZVHE, FHAILER
( cosmogony ) —& , EIRR B R % Ml X kosmosMgenesis , kosmosig F
HIKF | genesisiS Bl , LEHERRAEKRFERES (being ) "EiE
FHEHNERUARFERFERNBE AXMAZFHAAEGHEIEY
# A cosmogonic myth—&, HABEPANFHALERENFEEE
( Eliade Mircea, 1907-1986 ) NTRER D BHBLUTAE . ( — ) REWME
( creation from nothing ) ( = ) #&JB M 4 ( creation from chaos )( =)
£ & 90 M 4 ( creation from world egg X M )# R X &4 ( from world
parents ) ( B ) R —ERHAVIBFE ( from a process of emergence ) ( 75 )
#E B K i 5 JK & ( through the agency of an earth diver ) '® AR ZE 3 48 1L
WEE EF R EMME L, EeEAR AEEERRNTBFE I HE
M, R ECRYMF) = "TRitth , B E, 1 "EIR (8
Z)Y =T, B, TARBE, K HEEMEth., , PTEEANMKRES
T, RA—FOKME , BEEEFTANZETE. ®RFHALEREZE
BE(RK)MEEN "HE,, "HEL "EE. "RE, HMRE, X
BB (chaos ) AIER "FHALR.L M Tk, TR, SHEHEY,

o EAREE  (EBHEE) (KRR REFER , KE 13 F (1924)), H 148,
7" Lindsay Jones, editor in chief , Encylopedea of Religion (N.Y. : Macmillan,
1987),vol.12, p.1985, Charles H. Long, “Cosmogony” &

B BELEE, p.1986,

" [RZE] FEZF,[B] BE8F (BXEFE) (B BAXIEERBER
NE, 1993 ), B 5506

0 [E] 2R, [B)] Ean® , (e (Bl BEXER, 1971), B S,

21 ZEN.I. Giradot, Myth and Meaning in Early Taoism: the Theme of Chaos (Hun-tun)
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Hitk, A X HRSRIEEEEF, BEEEMN—"RBEmE UK TR
HAAMEKRE ) —CEFHALEE, Ak=EHBENSRT , HERGHE
HYAE B XA AT BUIREY , A ERMEES "EF NRBEERERH
FHEABRNEE,

BHERNHERCEEZRGEN EE BEY  HFRBRE
REZLIBERERAERNBEEN , TZRFARREENEE
Yo BREERWFIRMHANTHAER EEH AP ERZ
i, HESE , FREERER (LB BRI, ERR+oEr . TZE
RIWEBP, KAZHEBF, o “"RPSRE "EP) NIEREEM
B, BRRAENEBLMEUARBEER, "Bh. 0 "ERL, —E
BEM R TAXL TERMNL WUMEERZEEST, KA "=/, N
B G BEHEMEZRH (sacred space ) W MHE, HEBELREREKFENRE (F
BHEE) UK (HFB/). (ERE-HEE) PHEHAOT .

BE. B, KB, EABRER, F3L. Rl b=
E, HEEDED , ZATE; BAE , AMASITE, &
ERAEE RABARTRZERER. HYBEHER K ME
TRAEM. RE, E2WE; RF , =HUREKT. &
2, BHEs%  KEEER, HEEFHLE. ©

B —REF =HLEERK B2  "THEZZED,, HAE
Eh ) ERNERTZHME, (E2-HEBEE) PHNER=®L, TE
FHERL—MREARBEENGEZREME, WFR T EHBE ARG IWERT
FROHBWBE, REBEEH , "BPER) AR LLSHEEZEMY
B O EHBEE, "E&%, ERAZRILZE B TEER=®IL,, TE
=1, 28,

(RiEE-HESE) SFER=L :"XRE ,E2NE; XF , =1L

(RHIERWHFEEEZ—EM I ) ( Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983 ).
2 EHER  (EFHNRRTESTNERMESSERANRE) , (FEXEHRE) £2
B (LB EBEEHRYE, 1979), H 31,

B OIZE (PEMEEHERE) (X ERBRHE, 1991), H 68-89
#OREE , (UBERSE) , £ 12 CBRILEE) , B 324-325,

B EENEBABE (PEEFEB)(E EKHRY, 1981), B 28 (HiEE) |
B 502 L,
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BBCRIAANLRERE  FAEE BEHERZR HTE
E, 6 BEHE. \EAFak,K RE2R , EFfEz, ME
BERS HPEILE: —ARE —HEIB, =ZAFE,
mMEBRN K EEER, RS TAR=8E HEFYELT
B LWz EEELtEE  UABER. HEEHEESE
HIEZBEME KT cBEELE  EEERUK , g ¥
TERE, FREZA , BMEZE , — B/ REERE ,
THES, MAWZE  EMEZE K FEHARLTEE , T
BERE, WEBEz , F2RF. FERNAR , RFEEZ
B, DR EEERTEREMEBZ , BA=F , ABE—
RE, BLtRG. MERZE , BXA. BEFTBREIME
Az, —HMEAE , SANS , BHEE , NEBUE
. RERISE, BB, AREE , MRKE , WEZHE
BEERI. TBR, RRAEMBEER , RMEAZEE
B, ERE. HER, HEIAMH X, *°

(BlF-B8) NWEHEREEEST "ABHBE, V. "TEHE&H L. AU
BTHERANE WHFERSE , ERASEENRAAER=FILNBE
ABEEREE. Rt "XB.. "8\, "l "bAL THREE, TE
E,LTARALEER HEABE BREITRARSFBH LN GEZH—
—EFRIFENAURLE tk—FFB LG LIERRAABRNIRSE R
HAWBE, —MABRAER , B1E LR WX LR A B Z RS FE XA
R TREB, TREB,, TERE, "TEEAIL,. "TERAKAL EER &
H KB, BREY , IRV AZBRMBAZIIRG , EMEEN "iBF,
»ﬂé&%'ﬁﬂ’]ﬁ’—?ﬁ"éﬁ BEFE—SHREBMENLE,

ERBFEEIABEREPETRFHAERFNHRE, KER

26 [&] RER  (FIFE), E5 OB, H 52-53,

7 AARBEUABAREOFABWEERA=WLUBN "RIE, BF 0 AFEEEK
REARMENBEER. 2REE , (WLUERCBEER) (RAERE) F2 &5
(1954 3 A ), H 63-84,
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ERBLRERBEHBNIN , RLBHBREANRS , BROWRPE K
BRENDM. EFHAEWFEPH " RHFKEMEE L ( Earth - diver
myths ) KEEUTHE : FHERAZ2—HFEEARK ; B—EBYE
ABRMZKPUREG-—RDREL  ENELRLIBEBYNE L, K
A, MABAMBAESH R, IRARA KD ERS L ERE
fEmRE, *EFERARRE  "FELHSEBKEAEGERE,
THARBTENREREFIREES  EAET 7T REEASH R
HFREZ—FRRAKNBYERLERE. . "HERRRRXONEGHE]
B TR, HENME RN BRFEUARSENERSE
CRUBKEFHALGFENERERR #E2EMAEPEHBEK
EFHALEHENRE , AHUR SHELARMENERN. EERFH
AIERNARGAURGFEIEN SN ER TUBRRERA B LER
HERR  EHEXEPN "TEER L, FER, 5, Bt R "X
BKEFHALEHETN "BYEH  SEERELY ;M T ABEE
FE R AK (BF ) REBEFHAEZKEMMIL, ERGFHE
BEREZENBIGFRIMSEE CRRIARYFHEKF. BRARR
B,

= RBHE  RYAKKREEFEHBE

E (FFEE) BREFENRER , —FEEENBFZEAR
RABEEE W —BRCANAE, FARRERNAZE R, (W
BE-ARRE) b8 "KB,: "REZHAKREB , LRE, DPREF

28 Lindsay Jones, editor in chief, Encylopedea of Religion, vol.12, p.1988. Earth-diver

mythsf : “In earth diver myths water constitutes the primordial stuff of the beginning.
Water, in its undifferentiated in dormancy, covers everything in the manner of a chaos. A
culture hero, usually an animal, dive into the primordial waters in an attempt to bring up a
particle of sand , mud, or earth, any substantial form of matter out of which a more stable
mode of order might be established.”

¥ OEHE (PEEFEEZS2) (4R PELSREBERYE , 1992), H 337,
BN L (BREE—RBEGETR  (EEERAG—WEERRM) (T
MEEREBHRA , 2004), B 16,

OB (HEAR—HEREOEAREME)( LR A RBE OB RAE, 2001 ),
H 58-149,
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RERL, BEER, | P(EFARRHE+=) d . TEEBRKX
B EBELEERREBZE, BEB  "TF8R221 B : T 2KE,,
B:TERK?2. B :TRXRRBZ2RAYM  ZAFm, BEMTE ; 8
BB, a1 PEXREWMENRT , TKE, AREBEHRBZA, B—
BERNZE; MEEARKFE , BRK2S , XRE—EEmAH, B
mAs , ME|EK,, "ER, WREZEH. HSREABHNERHERE L XR
R CGElE) <HEd  "TEEIRS  BERE , TIRRMELS , L
EZEmmMEX , REZMERS K BHUIMER. BEEAUEES 6 &S
Mk, . "ERELTHRFERES , LE "5k, , BE "KE,
MHEZEEE, "TRB, 2, TR TRIRTEE, FEXE®RNTH
RRE-ARGEE THREZ L TEMEGL, A EBENRE R RARF AR
TR,TE "THL, DE "TBERUEF , BXYMAM,, ERFFH
BIERMBEZ TE, BIRR, (Bile) . "AR, 8 "5k, 8%, "5
B, ARXzBRO , ZXRF; M "AE, AIRBHFEKRZR , BF , =
EMEEFHEHPHNAELE , REFHNRO , RAEREZAME
., MmE (B AIRE) HREF , tE "#HF, B "X, EmE
FHARAD (B PRHEBEE RO AHKEMERER "TKHOR
B, R TRENBEFL:"TKHNRBEBRAT , RENEFBMET ,
M+EREARED L, o PE (BR) #AkGED  BERFELAFW
RAKBREEMMERS, RLHEEHRE "XPIL 8 "#wF, BRFH
MERXTZEHRE ; tRFEPHRFFHRENEBO,
HRBHERKZRE EmAm, BEMTB. NZHAK, ER
EFERERREDE®HERRAILS. R, T RRT BN HERE
B ULEBAMEENFERZERNGERE ORBEATHED
wirh, HTHFERRN CEEF A "EEHTHEEFAT , &
METEAWL, REH , iR, XMEEL, KAARRBE ; #TAR

2 OmBE  (WBERSE) , 814 (KRERE) |, H 338,

¥BOEEER, TZARE  (HEFEE) (B4 KREHMRAE , 1982), B 439
¥ OB IREBEG, ROLAEMAMSE  (BEREI) (B RRERME, 1991), (EEE
a) #5, B 174-175,

3 (EBE)(XE  FHEEEESEH, 1995), (ALY 7:11:12, B 11,
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M, BOKBRBRBE, o CHIWES "REAFL,. THFRERE,
LB "TERERB, UR "KEBREBR ., cFEHRBZZELE , Hh
TRBREERNFHER. CEBF RXX) ERARHA T HE2 , FRE
WERVEAFENERMRE : "TREXRE  BSFEE , BRER , 8B
AR, BEHRER  EREFH, FHER. o 7 CEBEF X0 #
BAFHMN TEEL. TR TREL F Tk NERRRE, TN
HREERFKCENER. CERT RXX) HERRVELEFE , &
SHIRMERFT "REH , R, 95  AESH T HEREET
HAERRPETRR ME (BER-XB) PERABHTHERET
SRR TREDSR, BMARBIREME ? AMRE 2 JIBME ? RRFE,
BAES? ) CEHAIHED AR TRER , R ER "HTR
RE. W TKRERBR,, R KRAORBEEE , B45EBKE
B, MERE TRATE , FAER? L WEBR, EXRMEMED ,
TRE, BRI "ERRFEL 2K R TKRER, WREBRAT.
BEAK ATIHFRABREGHARNFENERBTRINER &
CGEF-MAK) FERTH EmAm,. BEMAEL 89 "TKE8, 4, X
A TEE. AIEFREFKNZEMEE : "XTzk , EXRE, BJI
B2 THAEBLIMAR; REMZ  FAFMBEEMFRE. o 7 (EF
Mok) hey TEEL B (P FEE) P TERE, ZHAEAR  BETF
HMAREMTE. NKEMKEZEE, ERAEXRE, FEH ., &
B TUAREHTIRE  AAEMEEN "XMEEILL, "R RERE,
MFHZ TKEER, B "TRAETEL,. KB, "HE, BRRYE
FHOIBKRO.
HFRBTRES "HRE TN TEE, HE, —EEBEL
R—F28 HREXEPNHKN. T 2™t — s8Rk,
BRRIBDBRHY, NABE "REL, BEABEMEFN (KPR :TX

36 [E] 21z, g%, CEEFIE) (B - HEER, 1955), &3 (K ,
" 35,

7 B L.

38 [E] T&E4q , [R] 2EA®HE (BT, (KBEESQ) £3, I,

3 ] BEEE, TZARE  (EFER), H 563,

PORE  (HMUERCEBEER) (RAEWRE) F25 (1954 F 3 ), H 63-84
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TziE RBZAEES , KEZ2MFAE. REE , LEtH. ERESE
FZBE, | V" (HERLERRE) hiiE THESEB. PR TREL Y,
AE(REZXAM ) LEARN "ERBZHBET.L N "AF. =Z[0, m&
REZRBZP, BRAREBWER , BRIAH, RAXAETERIL
BHZEREEG, MPEHF (KEE) B "X, WEX , AEAER
EEMEURN AR BESEEBHER "PB2R, THEE .
FHRER KKBEZE, BBETEL THEEATRE,, "EE 2 #R .
FrEBEZARE. ¥, TAB, kBREAAK (B )RR (R ), TH
EEMERHEITERR , IXBRGD EUHREEFEMBII, RIR
TR, UERK, BETEZYEE. L—EBELLNZBHFTER "KE
EBREBEE., WIETEM, "#HF WRE; e "F&.L. "FEL B
SHER RUETHRR  EFRAANGETZHESR,

EEBNEERPR ,"A8, H "KE,L "HKk, BFEBEAXETE
UHER. B CBH)  "ERMEM , HFLEE  SHERMER.
ERZEMEH, EIE)l, #5518, BTES ZTWAR, | ¢
AP EEEM, DATEHEM®K MERFEABZHKMEEZRR
TRE, 29, "TXE, ERAGFEH. FHEFHRFNBO, —85F
BHEAD (ER-FHALERL) PRMKGFEMER , KEBEAMN, —
7 UMK, B, — A Tk, PRz, —EHEBEHZEE
BEABEZREEFTHRERTFHRBRONBERE MBI ETE
EKEzA1 NEEEX  tREVNFHENERZ —,

(ERE-HEBEE) PH=®L, (JF BB PHEHL , ITELKX
PR PFHAEL O BREEREY "FHE. b, HEZAEARA/E
FEBPLEN "WEL THNEL, R TR, REBESERHR
RESFNAEER ERVLELEFBERX, HEMT=ZRNFHH

TRL ) MRE. "R EARE, FHELXBUARSEHF , &

“ [B] BHE  FHEE (XHE), ENXER (PEXSNREDLA) (b
= JEFERHE AR, 2000 ), B 388,

42 [Z] RAY , (HEE) (= dEER |, 1991), H 6

43 [E] BiteE (HEBRRE) FE (L) BARH : hXXHRYE , 1974), B
394,

“4  FEE, H392

Bl THRA, RBETHNESHLER , EEEEEACERBEEEREERN
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"R TRBL TKREB, TEE. "ERWL,, BE—ERBER THE
Fa TEWL. TER) NFHESX , @REBER "TEFL TR, B2
R FEAERNBME FILERUZAUBZBER L REBAERAZE
BERET, REBBEGHURNFEIETEINER. RFHALER
MAEDH , BHRGETDN "HBREB,, "\MEAFzKk,, BRBRF
HALER . NRMz "Xk, B "R, BHHEGRE  AERNEEFEH
B tAFRNEERKARVEREFRER MEKRMNABEFER ,
XEFOMENELZERAEFHM, WGEFHEXMEANGE
O ERERGLUBBBITARABELN "AFIEEMR L, "BEEER
WZEEBEF

BRI BT HAE

(—) BFEE: At zEEHFYFH

KHPEL - ZR=ML, EEEREFHBP  A—RBEEZINE
g K EEEEMAE (an earth bearer ) ZEBY , REEE KPP EEBHILE
T, AEGENERY. B ABFFEALESFED , " KHBKE (an
carth diver ) FHAILAEREEEEENSEZ—. EFHALEHERR
TiERERES WMEHY ", HEH TE, ENEEEENAG, EER
wWER TEESER L WEENE, BREER "TRiBkE, FTHA
EEERN TEYa, SEEEUYUNER.

HEAREY , 27 (BB-XR) PR "#BLF , ATz, ¢
MieE , ZEAE®RES CFLE) = "8, KB, BFHH. <Fl
g B . BEBEZE  TEERZLUMIFE , BBz, BAUR
ZF 2. 10 V(XM AEEVHBHERY  TUHAIE#EER L
W, RERFE(LER) ZHERBEAE, T&F5 (HLEY FEIT X
B, KHF B TERRAER , KBEZE, NnRAEEERE
TEREMEZ. (B )REES  "ILEEBIEZRLMTAE

POREG

O DBE] EREaM, [R] HEEHE (BRI (RBEESQ) $£3, 5102
7 EEE.

“ OEER, BEE L (ZEF) (HEH) (LE . DBhEHRE , 1982) £EM
o
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ZH, XFREHESRt, . Y8, REEERPLLENES , &
EENAE,

£ HT -5 & 8 ( Stith Thompson , 1885-1976 ) Y A REA X2 BER
BI) AS15 RPN EAMUEREE EHERES, BEEHE)IWEER
EREMTE , BEY %A "EYEEE LRNELHREEET LRAK
#h REBHRAKEFRM,  "EFAH, FEERFHALEGEPIEBRE
EN—ESE, Mt—HEBFMKAENKER , BRTEFEN K
A, S REXRE "SI, (Island ), BIMERFEFENCEHD
WRERERD , RBERZ "EHB I, ( Turtle Island ) BHFE , ME
WHRERERTUBEA "E, IR, THRRRETEZSRAREREE
A RIE  UREBHRE MM GEER, A EEEATFHENIBREE
FOBRABIRMEEREBENAE AR EBBERNIEESE,
BEERFET R THEIER (NEFNFEH ) HRREERHRHAER.

(EE-XED. F5IF B/ F0 TE#EE L, BFF, BEERKF
FRERNBHFEEREER, AR TERNSHFEHES2TE , EH
EXNERERS wEN"Exi,— "8 B "BEXHM, @R, "E,
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