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Survival Strategies and Identity Negotiation
in Ethno-Cultural Economy: Case Studies
of Southeast Asian Flavored Restaurants in
Taipei

Chih-hung Wang

Abstract

Foods are not only vital to human subsistence, but also fields for
constituting and contesting cultural identity, weaving survival
strategies with multiple social relations and networks. This article
discusses these issues through three types of Southeast Asian flavored
restaurants in Taipei which are run respectively by Oversea Chinese,
Southeast Asia marriage immigrants and local Taiwanese.
Specifically, through materials obtained form in-depth interviews and
field observations, the author explores the motives, resources and
strategies for running these restaurants, in order to understand these
owners’ social situation and cultural identity negotiation. This article
then focuses upon menus and food taste as keys to the negotiation of
cultural or ethnic identity, and arguing that we can deal with this issue
with two related but different concepts -- cultural economy and ethnic
economy -- which can be combined into ethno-cultural economy.

Keyword: immigrant, identity politics, cultural economy, ethnic
economy, restaurant, Taipei
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