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The Cooperation Tendency of the
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Geographic Politics Viewpoint

Chen, Yen-hwa
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Abstract

After the “cold-war,” the relationship between United States and China
has been more complex and less clear cut. According to Realism,
containment is the best policy choice for U.S. toward China because of their
competitive nature. But in terms of the Liberalism, it is necessary for the two
countries to cooperate globalization. General speaking, the U.S.-China
relationship in under George W. Bush has been as peaceful and harmonious
as under President William J. Clinton, even though President Bush was
known as a hard-liner. Traditional theories cannot fully explain this
long-term consistency of policy.

This article attempts to rethink the question above with the viewpoint of
geographic politics. Based on the Stopping Power of Water concept, the
Pacific Ocean is a major factor in stopping any war because of cost and
uncertain outcome. Further, the Pacific Ocean discourages U.S. Navy and
Chinese Army from intruding the enemy theater. Thus, framed in such a
manner, U.S.-China interactions are unlikely to lead to wars, but rather lead
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to communication and cooperation.

To examine this opinion, the article lists and compares the major
indicators of strategic material conditions of the U.S. and China, and found
that all indicators could fit our theory. Then we checked out the China policy
performance of the Bush government by examining the policy they claimed,
and their actual actions. Not surprisingly, both exhibited the peaceful
consecution mentioned above. The new geographic theory can provide an
explanation of paradox about U.S.-China relationship between the Realism

and the Liberalism.
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China, United States, George W. Bush, containment, engagement,

the Stopping Power of Water, Geographic Politics
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