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“ASEAN+3” v.s. “TPP+N”:
The Enlargement of the Asia-Pacific Regional

Economic Integration and Its Implications

Chang, Hsin-Yi

(Assistant Professor, Department of International Affairs, Nan-Hua University)

Abstract

Among the numerous regional integration processes within the
Asia-Pacific region under way, “ASEAN+3” and “TPP+N” are perhaps the
two most important groups that may play pivotal roles in shaping regional
outcomes. ASEAN is the first sub-regional integration organization in the East
Asian region with the highest level of integration. As the delicate competition
developing amongst the Northeast Asia countries, ASEAN began to create
organizations within its framework with the intention of achieving further
integration in the region from 1997 onward, for instances, “ASEAN+1”,
“ASEAN +3”, and “ASEAN+6”. TPP is a multilateral free trade agreement
among four APEC forum member economies, New Zealand, Chile, Singapore and
Brunei. It is the only trans-regional trading agreement that builds new
strategic and economic links between Asian and Latin American countries.
Originally, TPP hasn't aroused sufficient attention after its taking effect in
2006. However, following the initial US decision to join the negotiations in
September 2008, Australia, Peru, and Vietnam soon joined, and President



168 [E&'f‘}’%‘%%ﬁ? B 23 A J4l] (2010 & 1 5))

Obama's decision to re-engage in the TPP negotiations last year was seen to be
a possible step toward the stalled initiative within the 21-member APEC
forum to forge a Free Trade Agreement of the Asia Pacific. With the
enlargement of the integration process occurring at this stage, the interaction
of these two mechanisms may have profound implications for the future of

Asia-Pacific regional economic integration.
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