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Japan as a Bridge of Civilizations: An Approach
to Exploring Non-Western International
Relation Theories

Chen, Bo-yu

(Ph. D. Candidate, Institute of Political Science, National Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract

In the past decade, IR scholars have debated the possibility of
non-western international relation theories which draw on histories and
philosophies of non-western countries. While searching for the possibility of
Japanese School of IR, most of the scholars have focused on Japan’s
“inbetweeness”, i.e. Bridge of Civilizations, which merges eastern and
western civilizations into Japan’s own characteristics.

This article explores how “inbetweeness” become possible through the
research of Nishida Kitaro’s philosophy and shows that Nishida’s philosophy
not only provides the ontology for “inbetweeness” but also points out an
approach to developing non-western international relations theories.

Keywords

Non-western international theories, Japan, Bridge of Civilizations, Nishida
Kitaro.
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