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Abstract

National Unemployed Workers Front (NUWF) consists of several self-help
organizations which suffered from bankruptcy abuses of factories including Lien-Fu,
Dong-Ling, Yao-Yuan, Sing-Li, Fu-Chang and so on. The protests which were staged
by NUWEF are not only the most influential ones over the past few decades, but also
known for their extreme actions. A huge number of elderly female workers wearing
vests with attractive slogans were the unique characteristic of NUWF protest activities.
Looking back on the two periods of NUWF protests which spanned across 16 years,
in spite of the good solidarity in each self-help organization during the first period,
Lien-Fu was the only one remaining a proper scale among the second period that
started from 2012. A lot of opinions were proposed about how Lien-Fu could continue
protesting till the end with around 170 people left, regardless of the exhausts and
many tricks that Ministry of Labor manipulated to try to break down the self-help
organization.

According to the research in this article, the reasons behind the high solidarity
kept by Lien-Fu self-help organization are not what people thought they were before.
The high solidarity originated from the informal social networks formed by formal
social networks such as production process, management system, job contexts and the
composition background of each group inside the factory they worked before the
closure. The protests after factory closure prolonged and stabilized the informal social
network based on the factory groups, which all became strong units of mobilization.
However, as the first period of protest ended, this network was frozen and did not
recommission till the second period of protest started. Compared to Lien-Fu, the other
self-help organizations might have different backgrounds, before and after the closure

of the factories, still we could see the effects caused by informal social networks on
i



solidarity.

In short, the foundation of the high solidarity in Lien-Fu self-help organization is
the complete informal social network set up before factory closure and preserved
thoroughly after it. Although the informal social network served as the root of unity
could usually bring good results, when the network was broken, the level of unity
would also go down. Despite Lien-Fu self-help organization was success in
mobilization and the protests achieved victory, the late-phase tranformation of the
movement was limited because the mobilization basis was built on the informal social

network instead of labor consciousness.

Keywords: informal social network, Lien-Fu self-help organization, National

Unemployed Workers Front
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