(W5 1~ [ 1R ] Bl H A2 A 1Sk mh

The Japanese Terms “Shokubun,”
“Seken,” and the Japanese Spirit
of Capitalism

SBEMARINXY - HENRESERDEZE TIM

Wang, Xiaolin
( Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, Translation and Linguistics,

City University of Hong Kong )

FTE | L AT R T o

. T



26

The Japanese Terms “Shokubun,”
“Seken,” and the Japanese Spirit
of Capitalism
Lo, Wang, Xiaolin

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, Translation and Linguistics,

City University of Hong Kong

Abstract

In the research area of modern Japanese sociology, the origin of the Japanese spirit
of capitalism is still a major focus of scholarly enquiry, and a variety of theoretical
positions have been advanced. But as the methods of these works have tried to follow
the theories of western scholars, especially Max Weber, their analysis of the Japanese
spirit of capitalism has shown a tendency towards dogmatism, in which religiosity is
consistently viewed as being of central importance. This article begins with an analysis
of problems in the translation of two indigenous Japanese terms, “Shokubun,” and
“Seken,” and discusses how these two concepts gained new meanings and performed
their social functions in the pre-modern Japanese Enlightenment and Religious
reformations movement. On this basis, it refers to Max Weber’s theories as a means to
discuss Japanese approaches to the origin of the Japanese spirit of capitalism. The article

>

will also discuss the possible importance of “Shokubun,” and “Seken,” to the Japanese

spirit of capitalism and traditional religion.

Key words:
Japanese Spirit of Capitalism, Religious Reformation, Seken, Shokubun
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