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Abstract

Once “Villager’s Committee Organization Law” was formulated in 1987, village
elections have been spreading every since. Although these local elections still leave
much to be desired, they have made significant progresses in the past years. Also as
institutionalized form of political participation, however, elections in cities—for
Residents” Committee—are far worse than those in the countryside—for Villagers’
Committee. Then, what does it mean when a Village Committee turns into a Residents’
Committee? Is it simply an adjustment due to the course of urbanization? In the study, I
try to explain this institutional change in light of the pressures and incentives of local
elites, especially the deadlocks these elite face after village elections. As argues in the
paper, shifting from Villagers’ Committees to Residents’ Committees is almost the only
way to avoid the pressures of village elections and solve the above-mentioned deadlock.
China’s local elites are thus encouraged to initiate this institutional change. The
consequence is then a step falling back on China’s way toward grassroots

democratization.

Keywords: Chinese Politics, Institutional Changes, Local Governance, Villagers’
Committee, Residents’ Committee.
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