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Abstract

The discussion of “China Threat” nowadays is largely based on universalism.
However, different negative emotions will lead to diverse contexts of China threat,
which questions the authority of universalism. The paper begins with American
intellectuals’ discussion of China threat, which based on universalism; then to examine
the understanding of threat, which rooted in the context of history, from Japanese
intellectuals’ side. By comparing the American and the Japanese cultural strategies, we
can realize that the American intellectuals focus on the material strength of China, and
emphasize the importance of maintaining the superpower status of the U.S. and the
universality of the western culture. Yet, the intellectuals of Japan stress the relations
between China and Japan, and they worry about the rising China will threaten their
national identity and the location of Japan in the world. Therefore, we can find out that
there is no objective and neutral China threat. Different countries will construct different

China threats according to their needs, for this reason, universalism is not universal.
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