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Abstract

“Peasant Problem” has become a major issue that the entire Chinese Communist Party
as well as the whole nation concerns closely at the present time. A large quantity of
analysis and studies address this problem from its economic and political aspects, rarely are
arguments constructed with culture as their chief perspective. This article attempts to
focus on the very crisis of cultural transformation that China now faces in its countryside,
in hope of shedding a new light on the observation of “Three Agricultural Problems.”

The main concern here is: peasants, as a “cultural life” entity, why their subjectivity
and dignity incurred such severe neglect and contempt during this current process of
reform and opening-up policy? What is the connection between this situation and the
loss of peasant discourse power? Did peasants fall ill of aphonia, becoming
speechless, for not being able to speak for themselves in the first place, and further
lacking spokesmen to voice for them, hence the grave subjectivity cover up of rural
culture? Secondly, is this subjectivity cover up connected with the so-called “cultural
colonization of the city over the country?” That is to say, with the city popular
consuming culture accompanied by its de-political and de-moral discourse now
replacing the revolutionary discourse peasants earlier had applied to voice themselves,
rural intellectual youth now find no channel to speak. Further, did this subjectivity
obliteration of rural culture start after the “Reform and opening-up policy?” Or, has it
always been so, started from the very beginning of “Founding of the Nation” after all?
It was only the rapid modernization after the reform and opening-up policy that revealed
this problem. In addition, will this crisis of cultural subjectivity expand to a collapse of
the entire rural culture in the future when China’s modernization further deepens? Or,
does this imply yet another cultural transformation, the emergence of a new form of
culture bred under the context of “globalization,” “de-regionalization” and “de-city and

country dual opposition?”

Keywords: Revolutionary Modernity ~ Enlightened Modernity ~ Discourse Power ~
Cultural Colonization ~ Globalization
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