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Abstract

This article attempts to study the North Korea nuclear crisis from the standpoint of
“mediation”, particularly in efforts to enhance our understanding the concept of
mediator. In the Intermediaries in International Conflict, Thomas Princen classified
several types of actors in international conflicts. Applied this framework this article
analyze the mediator’s role, characteristics, and capability, while also evaluates that
mediation outcome and factors associated with successful mediation.

This article has the following finds: first, besides such principal parties as U.S.,
North Korea and South Korea, this deadlock also includes many mediators who have
characteristics of state or non-state actor. Second, China and Russia (principal
mediators) can reconciliation this conflict by benefit and threat. But because they have
interests of politics or geography, hence the U.S. Government cannot agree if they gain
the control power in the conciliation process. Moreover, IAEA, UN Secretary General
(Vice-Secretary General) and Jimmy Carter which neutral mediators also can settle this
conflict rely on their just, fair or good reputation. Finally, in addition to military
weapons and strategy plans, this article found that the thought of mediation is a feasible

option to settle the North Korea nuclear crisis.

Keywords: Mediator, North Korea Nuclear Crisis, Third-Party Intervention, Principal
Mediator, Neutral Mediator
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