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Party-State Relations in China in the
Early 1950s: A Model of Collaboration

Chien-Min Chao

Distinguished Chair Professor
Graduate Institute of Sun Yat-Sen Thoughts and Mainland China Studies

Chinese Culture University

Chun-Chih Chang

Post-Doctoral Researcher
Election Study Center
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Before economic reforms in the 1980s, the fact that the CCP played too
dominant a role at the expenses of the government has been the most
troubling phenomenon in China’s political system. Based on the case of the
“Three-Antis” campaign in the early 1950s, the article finds a different
scenario. Contrary to the prevailing totalitarian model developed during
Mao’s era, the article argues that the two, the party and the state, were
actually collaborative to the achievements of economic development and
mass mobilization simultaneously. This collaborative mode was made
possible because the State Council’s Party Committee, or dangzhu, acted as
the agent of the CCP sheltering the work of the government from being
disrupted by the Party, whereas cooperative nonetheless in conducting mass
movements with the Party leading the charge. The case of the “Three-Antis”
campaign elucidates the mechanism of the division of labor. Two agencies —
the Commission for Frugality Inspection in the Central People’s Government
and the General Committee of the Departments under the CCP Central
Committee — were established for the purpose of mass mobilization. In the
meantime, the State Council’s Party Committee was able to fully cooperate

with the Council. In the end, the mass were not agitated and radicalized as
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many other similar campaigns had exhibited later on.

Keywords: Party Committee, Party-State Relations, the State Council, Three-
Antis Campaign
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