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Images of Female Characters in the “Kojiki”
Volume 2
-Take Hototataraisusukihimenomikoto, Sahobime,
Zinnguukougou for Examples -

Chia-yu Cheng*
Abstract

This paper is the second part of “Images of Female Characters in the Kojiki”,
and, based on the result of part 1-- “Images of Female Characters in the Kojiki
Volume 17, for finding the images of female characters in the Kojiki Volume 2.

Queen, in the Kojiki Volume 2, is not only a spouse of Japan emperor, but also
plays a critical role to influence story development or structure of the Kojiki. This
paper will focus on Hototataraisusukihimenomikoto ~ Sahobime * Zinnguukougou in
all female characters of the Kojiki Volume 2. By analyzing their words, behaviors,
reactions, appearances, attitudes and so on, we will try to find out each one’s
identity, function and style in stories.

According to the method mentioned above, we find the three queens in the
Kojiki Volume 2, though look different, all own the same strong will, courage,
positivity to protect man and the female characteristic combined mysteriousness of
witch and motherhood, and are the main support for the male to rule. Furthermore,
by comparing the Kojiki with the Nihonsyoki, we also find the Kojiki more
rhetorical and emphatic on the human touch of the female.

From this paper, we have not only seen the “image of perfect queen” the Kojiki
tried to show up, but also grasped the ruling principles of Japan emperor and the

editing guidelines for the Kojiki.

Key word: Kojiki, image of female character,image, queen, Sahobime,

Zinnguukougou, Hototataraisusukihimenomikoto

* Assistant Professor, National Chengchi University Department of Japanese
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