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Reflections on the Hu Feng Incident

Liu, ZhiGan

Abstract

To realize the relationship between the CCP and the intellectuals, we should
review the historical development. Early in the 1940s, the CCP has already
progressed the method of “using” the intellectuals. In 1949, the new regime was
built by the CCP. Furthermore, they spread this strategy to whole mainland.
Obviously, it was a big change and challenge to the contemporary Chinese
intellectuals. Hu Feng, as an intellectual and a “comrade”, whose political position
had been closed to the CCP. However, Hu Feng still had some opinions which
differ from the CCP. In 1954, Hu Feng submitted his proposal which criticizing the
CCP’s literature and art policy. In 1955, Mao ZeDong judged this case as “Hu Feng
counterrevolutionary group”. As a result, Hu Feng and his companions were
arrested and investigated by the government. The Hu Feng Incident seemed to be
such a literary persecution and injustice case.

This research mainly focuses on the Hu Feng Incident. Firstly, Chapter 1 is the
“Introduction”, which introduces the reasons of this research and the changing
thought of modern Chinese intellectuals. Secondly, the focus of Chapter 2 is the
life course and career pattern of Hu Feng. Chapter 3 is the narration of the big
change to the intellectuals on 1949. Chapter 4, which includes the main idea of this
research, not only analyzes the causes of the Hu Feng Incident, but also seeks the
crucial role of Mao. In Conclusion, Chapter 5 summarized the reflection and the
vision upon this research. The writer reviews Mao’s personal authority and the
political culture of the CCP. In the future, the special relationship between the CCP
and the Chinese intellectuals will still be a major issue, that will need further study

on it.

Keywords: Hu Feng, Mao ZeDong, The Chinese Communist Party, Intellectuals,
The Literature and Art Policy
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