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This project seeks to re-examine “the creaturely,” “bare life,” and “technological reproducibility,”
three interrelated ideas that stand to the fore in Walter Benjamin’s critique of bio-political
governmentality and contain in crystallized form much of his ruminations on social revolution.
Developed in “On Language as Such and on the Language of Man” and The Origin of German Tragic
Drama, the idea of “the creaturely” signifies the post-lapsarian state in which the nature is deprived of
the capacity for communication and thereby rendered devitalized. This otherwise convoluted idea is
fleshed out and takes on more definite political contours in Giorgio Agamben’s Homo Saccer and The
Open. *“Bare life,” a correlative of “the creaturely,” now marks a vanishing point where the Jew’s body
appears all too human insofar as it is deprived of citizen rights and, so to speak, dehumanized.

However pessimistic it may seem, Benjamin’s strident insistence on the irreversibility of the
creaturely state breathes no air of fatalism. This project will take a step further to see how the
mechanized creature, which is devitalized by the copying apparatus and saturated with technological
reproducibility, will join hand in hand with the mimetic body of the creature to evoke fits of
revolutionary laughter and blast the bio-political apparatus. In Benjamin’s writings, the
mechanized-cum-mimetic creature finds its full embodiment in the plasmatic body of Mickey Mouse,
and in the staccato posture of Charlie Chaplin.  The “convulsion of the diaphragm” these creatures
cause is revolutionary, I will try to argue, to the extent that laughter is very likely to loosen up (locker)
the masses, alienating them from one another and even from themselves, and turning them into a
collective creaturely body (leibhaft) organized with solidarity and class-consciousness. By way of the
mechanized-cum-mimetic creature, Benjamin thus envisages a possibility ruled out by Adorno: instead of
being a symptom of identifying with the aggressor, laughter is rather instrumental in organizing a
collective creaturely body without the follow-the-leader mentality, which will then serve as a preemptive

antidote to the mass psychosis caused under the baton of Nazism.

Keywords: Benjamin, Agamben, bare life, the creaturely, mimesis, technological reproducibility, leibhatft,

bio-politics
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