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Abstract

Since the end of the cold war and influenced by globalization, the threats on
national security and human survival from adversaries and other countries are no
longer limited to basic military, political, or diplomacy. As a whole, the world suffers
from an increase of nontraditional threats, such as financial, environmental, energy,
religious, and cultural indifference. Energy is considered the strategic resource and an
important key to a countries’ development. The world needs to accept the realization
that the supply of crude oil may run out. The depletion of oil has caused several
regional conflicts. Beyond the regional conflicts, the threats have gone global creating
an energy crisis which in turn can pose a threat to national security.

The 1977 United States energy crisis, demonstrated just how vital crude oil is to
a country’s infrastructure, development, economic growth and national security.
Since then they have taken strategic actions with other countries to ensure that oil
production around the world is available, to maintain a dominate power worldwide.
The China reform of the late 1970’s gave the country such an economic boost, it
drastically increased their energy needs so much that by 1993 China became a net oil
importer, extracting oil from locations in the Middle-East, Middle- Aisa, Latin America,
and Africa, by using economic, diplomacy and political influences. By 2010 China
passed the United States as an importer of crude oil. These actions created what was
labeled, the “China Energy Threat Theory”, implying that the increasing need of oil
would be used to boost their military strength although no evidence of that ever
materialized or exists today.

Oil has become a critical factor in a country’s economic development and
growth as well as the core of political strength and national security. As oil suppliers
and production plunder, controls of these regions have become the basis for several
conflicts. With China’s economic and political power increasing, they have used
several methods to go deep into the oil producing countries, including the domestic
industries of the United States. These actions have created a threat in the domestic
industry of the United States. Both China and the United States are competing for
global economic leadership. Both countries feel that this will be accomplished by
controlling the oil supplies.

Oil security will always be an international political issue, including a vital
component in national security strategic positioning. Our country has and will

continue to depend on the importing of oil. Our national security is easily affected by

Vi



International Circumstances. The competition and collaboration for access to oil
between China and the United States along with their international relationships and
activities can have an effect on our country’s national security. For the benefit of our
country’s national security, it is extremely important that we continue to monitor the
progression of oil security activities between China and the United States.

Key words: oil security, energy diplomacy, military strategy, national security

strategy, economic development
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